Chester County Pennsylvania has elected to create an “opt in” foreclosure conciliation program based upon an increase in foreclosures within the county. Notice of the “opt in” foreclosure was issued via PA Bulletin, Doc. No. 25-145 published on February 1, 2025. Pursuant to the bulletin, the “opt in” conciliation will be available for owner occupied residential mortgage foreclosures. Upon being served with the “Urgent Notice” with the foreclosure Complaint advising of the “opt in” conciliation program, a defendant must call and attend a meeting with a counselor from Housing Opportunities, Inc. The Housing Opportunities Counselor will make a determination as to eligibility to participate in conciliation, and if eligible ensure a properly executed Certificate of Participation is executed and filed within thirty (30) days of the defendant being served. In the event any Certificate of Participation is not timely filed the defendant will require leave of court to participate in the “opt in” conciliation program. The bulletin is effective as of March 3, 2025. 
